
We would like to welcome you to our parish 

church and hope you enjoy your visit.  Building 
thbegan during the 12  century and it has been 

the centre of religious life of the village for 

over 800 years.  Standing on high ground 

towards the centre of the village, the church is 

an imposing building.  It must have had 

wealthy benefactors and was perhaps a symbol of their wealth and prosperity.  

Inside the church there are various heads carved into the stonework and the 

masons’ own marks.  In those times it must have been a welcome sight for 

travellers, especially those coming across the water meadows and marshes.

An old village myth states that the church was originally to be sited in the 

Misson Springs area, just north of the village.  However, every time the building 

work began, the stones were removed overnight and placed where the church 

stands today.  It is believed that Roche Abbey near Rotherham is constructed 

from the same magnesium limestone and it is proabable that the stone was 

ferried down the Idle to Misson from its original source.

In its early years, the church was attached to the Gilbertine Priory of Mattersey 

and before that to Welbeck Abbey.  Misson is an ancient village, mentioned in 

the Domesday Book.  It states that King Canute was a land owner as well as 

Earl Tostig, the traitorous brother of King Harold.  Tostig was killed by Harold’s 

army at the battle of Stamford Bridge along with the King of Norway.  They had 

landed together in Yorkshire with 300 ships full of Norwegian warriors.

The village is situated right at the tip of north Nottinghamshire and today has a 

population of around 670.  It is the second largest parish in the Southwell and 

Nottingham Diocese and includes the hamlet of Newington to the west on the 

South Yorkshire boundary and stretches north to Park Drain where it meets the 

county of Lincolnshire.
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In 1693 Thomas Mowbray and John Pinder erected a school in the churchyard 

which was endowed with 72 acres of land.  This land was let out and the 

income gained paid for the tuition of some of the poorer children in the village.  

The churchyard was consecrated as an additional burial ground in 1860 so part 

of the old school was demolished.  A new church school was built by the side of 

the churchyard and is now the village Community Centre.

Over the years, the spelling of the name of the village has evolved in different 

ways.  The present Misson, although with a double ‘s’, is pronounced ‘Mizzon’ 

by locals.  The name appears to have Scandinavian origins and it is thought 

that it could mean ‘flower in the mist’, as at one time the area was often 

surrounded by fog due to the marshlands near the village.  It was recorded in 

the Domesday Book as ‘Misna’.

The first Rector was Thomas de Crumwell in 1228 and the first Vicar was Roger 

de Waddesworth.  The last Vicar to live in the village for all of his ministry was 

Herbert Skinner.  The Georgian vicarage stands to the east of the village, past 

the cemetery on Top Street, it was sold in 1933 during the time of Edwin Smith.  

We are now a United Benefice with Bawtry and Austerfield and our Vicar lives in 

Bawtry.  The church has been fortunate not to have been changed during the 

Victorian period and remains a plain but beautiful building.

The Porch  (1)
The seats on either side of the porch were not 

originally meant for those with tired legs but 

for people who were not allowed into church, 

including the diseased and women who hadn’t 

been ‘churched’ after childbirth.  It was also for 

those who had misbehaved during the 

services!

The Stoup  (2)
The small bowl set into the wall in the porch is 

called the stoup.  Before the Reformation it 

would have contained holy water to be used 

by people entering the building. They would 

make the sign of the cross before they went 

in. It is now used as a container for floral 

decorations which welcome visitors.
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Roof Beam  (3)
As you enter the church through the main door, look up to your left.  Carved into 

the wooden roof beam are the names of two churchwardens from 1720, Rob 

Drury and Matt Bingley.  Notice the one of the three carved heads in the church, 

near to the tower.

The Pillars  (4)
As you walk round to the north wall, notice that all the pillars in the nave of the 

church are different.  This could mean that they are Saxon and Norman.  You 

may also see a number of masons’ marks as you wander around - how many 

can you find?  If you can, please let us know where they are.

Lead Tablet  (5)
On the north wall there is a lead tablet which was found in the roof timbers 

during repairs.  This depicts the two churchwardens and a plumber from 1726.  

Look at the hand and foot prints.

The Chancel  (6)
As you enter the chancel, see the two carved heads above the stalls to your left 

and right.  Behind the Vicar’s stall on the right is a plaque bearing the following 

inscription “This chancel bounded the letter A, belongs to Acklom Esq. Impropr. 

and Lord of the Nottinghamshire and Rectorial Manors in Misson”.  The letter A 

to which the inscription refers to is carved into a flag stone between the two 

stalls but is covered by the carpet.

The Acklom family were, for some generations, the owners of the nearby 

Wiseton estate and were of considerable importance in the county.  The estate 

passed from them by marriage to Lord Althorpe who later became Earl Spencer 

and was an ancestor of the late Diana, Princess of Wales.

The Organ  (7)
The organ on the north wall of the chancel is the original.  It was re-built in 1894 

and still plays a good tune!

The Altar  (8)
The altar is the most sacred part of the church.  On the wall at each side of the 

altar are two pieces of lettering, protected by glass.  These are Latin and date 

from before the Reformation.

The Lady Chapel  (9)
The lady chapel is now our Chapel of Remembrance.



The Bells  (10)
The ladder to the bell chamber is made from one complete length of timber, it is 

protected by a preservation order.  The church has a peal of six bells which 

were re-hung after the tower had been re-built in 1892 when it had been struck 

by lightning.  There is a popular local rhyme about the peal of bells of the 

surrounding churches, which goes as follows:

“Austerfield ting tang, Bawtry frying pan, 
Everton egg shells, Misson great rolling bells!”

If you have any more information about things you see around the church, 

please let us know or leave us a note.

Thank you for taking the time to visit our church, we do hope you have enjoyed 

your visit.  It would be lovely to see you at one of our services or social events.  

Watch out for the ones with refreshments - we are famed for our spreads!

Prayer after Mechtild of Madgeburg (1207-1294)
Teach me the power and the strength of silence,

that I may go into the world as still as a mouse in the depths of my heart.

Sunday Services
st 

1 Sunday in the month No Service
nd

2  Sunday 11am Family Service
rd th3  & 4  Sunday 11am Holy Communion
th5  Sunday 11am Morning Prayer

Vicar
Jonathan Strickland 01302 710298

Churchwardens
Elizabeth Johnson 01302 711349
Anne Rowe 01302 711388
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